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Family  builds  relationships  in  Africa 


Since  1877 


Editor's  note:  All  names  in  this  article  have 
been  changed  for  security  reasons. 

NORTHERN  AFRICA  (BP)  —  Four 
American  women  —  a  missionary 
named  Molly,  a  journeyman  named 
Susan,  and  two  volunteers  —  sit  among 
a  dozen  or  so  African  prostitutes  in  a  cir¬ 
cle  of  mismatched  chairs  and  a  couch. 

They  all  listen  intently  as  the  Old 
Testament  story  of  Joseph  and  Potiphar 
plays  from  a  cassette.  From  the  hall  out¬ 
side  comes  the  sound  of  Molly's  toddler 
Joshua  playing  with  African  friends. 

In  a  home  across  town,  Molly's  husband 
Mike  pulls  dishes  from  the  cabmet  and  sets 
out  two  pans  of  lasagna  to  thaw,  getting 
ready  for  the  evening's  house  church. 
Christopher,  the  couple's  three-year-old, 
throws  a  ball  outside  with  a  neighbor. 

Mike  and  Molly  Turner  serve  as  strategy 
coordinators  in  a  capital  city  in  Northern 
Africa,  where  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  people 'follow  Islam,  while  some  hail 
from  a  cultural  Christianity  but  don't  have 
a  personal  relationship  with  Jesus. 
Evangelical  Christians  make  up  a  much 
smaller  segrnerifof  the  populace. 

The  Turners,  who  have  been  missionar¬ 
ies  for  more  than  five  years,  adopted  the 
strategy<oordinator  role  about  a  year  ago. 

As  strategy  coordinators,  they  do  ministry 
much  like  a  healthy  church  would,  Molly 
says.  They  look  at  the  community,  assess  its 
needs  and  look  for  ways  to  meet  the  lost. 

But  they  don't  do  it  alone. 

They're  building.a  strong te^,  joined  by 
other  missionaries,  African^llfevers,  volun¬ 
teers,  and  even  a  Southern  Baptist  church 
that  works  with  them  in  the  coonlinator  role. 

Unlike  many  couples  in  which  just  the 
husband  or  wife  is  the  strategy  coordina¬ 
tor,  Mike  and  Molly  share  the  role.  "We 
didn't  choose  to  work  this  way;  it's  just  ships 
who  we  are,"  Mike  says.  "God  has  created  answi 
us  to  be  a  team.  It's  as  natural  as  it  can  be."  peopl 


Donations 
to  hurricane 
relief  effort 


WARM  WELCOME  —  Hospitality  is  central  to  the  country  Mike  and  Molly  Turner  call 
home.  During  one  volunteer  team's  visit,  a  local  family  insist^  on  hosting  the  Turners  and 
their  guests  for  lunch.  "The  essence  of  this  culture  is  relationship,"  Molly  says.  (BP  photo) 


They  meet  weekly  as  a  house  church  to  attain  a  better  life.  So  the  Turners  and 
th  their  teairunates  —  a  few  journeymen,  their  team  started  an  education  center.  For 
other  career  missionary  couple  ana  their  a  small  fee,  members  study,  use  the  library 
pervisor  and  his  wife  —  along  with  oth-  and  computers,  and  take  classes  in  read- 
i  who  happen  to  be  passing  tmough.  On  ing  and  writing  the  local  language  or 
s  particular  night,  they  have  a  fullriouse  learning  English.  Staff  members  include 
th  their  team,  volunteers  from  the  missionaries,  African  believers,  cultural 
lited  States,  and  a  few  missionary  fami-  Christians  and  Muslims, 
s  on  their  way  to  other  places.  Several  individuals  have  come  to  Christ 

When  Mike  and  Molly  began  looking  through  the  center,  many  guided  by  the 

gentle  honesty  of  the  center's  director, 
Daniel,  an  Afncim  believer. 

"I  show  Jesus  Christ  to  students  here," 
he  says.  "That's  my  main  job." 


The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  is 
accepting  donations  to  fund 
both  the  immediate  needs 
and  long-term  Mississippi 
Baptist  disaster  relief  efforts 
along  the  Gulf  Coast  and 
throughout  the  state.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to 
MBCB,  with  "Hurricane 
Relief"  noted  on  the  memo 
line,  and  mailed  to  MBCB 
Business  Office,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Fully  100%  of  the 
donations  will  be  used 
directly  for  hurricane  relief. 
More  information  on  how  to 
contribute  can  be  obtained 
by  calling  (601)  292-3206, 
or  e-mailing  mbcbdisaster- 
relief@mbcb.org. 


McCracken  tapped  as  Collegiate  Ministry  Director 

director  of  reli-  studies  and  education  from  David  Michel,  MBCB  asso- 

g’ous  activities  and  New  Orleans  Seminary;  and  ciate  executive  director  for 
iptist  Student  botfi  bachelor  erf  science  and  mission  strategy  and 
Union  (BSU)  direc-  master  of  science  degrees  in  for-  McCracken's  supervisor, 
tor  at  ^ptist-afBli-  est  biology  from  University  said,  "Missionary  mobiliza- 
ated  Mississippi  of  Tennessee  in  Knoxville.  He  tion  is  a  key  strategy  in  die 
College  in  Clinttm,  also  attended  Louisiana  State  Acts  1:8  Challenge.  For  the 
and  as  associate  to  University  in  Batcm  Rouge.  past  15  years.  Weaver 
the  director  of  the  "I  look  forward  to  the  McCracken  has  coordinated 
BSU  at  Northeast  tremendous  opportunities  of  the  BSU  summer  missionary 

Louisiana  Univer-  working  with  our  BSU  directors,  program  for  Mississippi 

,sity  in  Memroe.  churches,  and  associations  to  raptists.  I  believe  his  exper- 
McCracken  botti  reach  and  mobilize  college  rise  in  this  arena  will  serve  us 
holds  a  Ph.D.  students  across  our  state,  our  well  in  his  new  role  as 
degree  in  higher  counhy,  and  around  die  world,"  Collegiate  Ministry  DirKtor. 
education  widi  an  said  McCracken.  "Students  are  are  praying  that  his 

^  ,  i  leadership  devel-  worthy  of  our  investment  as  leadership  among  students 

earlier  this  year.  opment  and  administration  ttiey  will  become  our  future  and  campus  directors  will 

Prior  to  joining  he  MBCB  from  the  University  of  church  and  denominational  combine  to  expand  the  effcc- 

CoUegiate  Ministry  Depart-  Mississippi  in  Oxford;  a  master  leaders.  I  am  both  honored  and  tiveness  of  he  kingdom  of 

ment,  McCracken  served  as  of  divimty  degree  in  biblical  challenged  by  this  opportunity."  Gcxi.'' 


McCracken 


Editor's 

Notebook 


The  battle  over  ‘Christmas’ 


Now  really,  is  it  going  to  break  any¬ 
one's  jaw  to  say,  "Merry  Christmas" 
at  this  time  of  year?  To  listen  to 
Americans  bicker  over  the  issue,  one 
would  surely  think  so. 

The  argument  between  Christians  and 
secularists  over  exactly  what  this  special 
time  of  year  should  be  called  seems  to  grow 
louder  and  more  obnoxious  each  year,  with 
the  secularists  complaining  that  the  phrase 
"Merry  Christmas'*  offends  them  because 
they  don't  believe  in  Christ. 

Retailers  and  advertisers,  anx¬ 
ious  about  losing  shoppers  dur¬ 
ing  this  most  crucial  time  of  the 
business  year,  have  in  some  cases 
kowtowed  to  the  small  but  vocal 
contineent  of  anti-Christmas 
individuals  and  groups. 

American  Atheists,  founded 
by  Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair  and 
headquartered  in  Parsippany, 
N.J.,  prefers  "Winter  Solstice"  to 
"Christmas."  Somehow,  "Merry 
Winter  Solstice"  just  doesn't  have 
the  same  ring.  Try  saying  it  ten 
n  H.  times  real  fast,  and  you'll  see  for 
S  Jr.  yourself. 

Stores  have  an  even  harder  time 
hylrig  to  avoid  the  dreaded  C- 
wortl  According  to  the  American 
Family  Association  in  Tupelo: 

•  OFfice  Max  and  Staples  do  not  use  the 
word  "Christmas"  m  their  advertising. 
•  Best  Buy  also  avoids  the  word 
"Christmas"  in  its  advertising. 

•  The  Home  Depot  reports,  "In  order  to 
avoid  endorsmg  a  particular  set  of 
beliefs  and  to  encoura^  the  diversity 
we  desire.  The  Home  Depot  has  cho¬ 
sen  to  refer  to  this  time  of  year  as  the 
'Holiday  Sea^n." 

•  The  Nordstrom  (department  store)  cat¬ 
alog  does  not  contam  any  references  to 
the  word,  "Christmas." 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 
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OUR  CHURCH  tCAOeRS  H«M6 
FouMD  mtrWfCr  R6Me^ 
FOR  TiHKe  lime  OKteNsioNf 
tHI«r  CAM  CRCCP  INTO  A 
FeUOVKHiP—  ONa  A  MONTH, 

iNe  COME  oursloe  anP  have 

ASNOINBAII  PIOHTf* 


•  E-mail  inquiries  about  Christmas  to  year,  a  visitor  from  another  planet  might  be 
Outback  Steakhouse  were  rejected  given  to  wonder  about  all  the  nationafaigu- 
with  the  explanation,  "Your  message  ment  over  the  word,  "Christmas." 

was  deleted  without  being  read."  Here's  one  explanation:  "Christmas" 

•  Kmart  promotes  a  "Holiday  Sale,"  and  invariably  makes  many  people  think  of 

refers  to  "Holiday  Shipping  Dates"  on  "Christ."  Thinking  of  '’Christ"  invariably 
its  web  site.  makes  many  people  pause  to  ponder  their 

•  Lowe's  posted  an  outside  banner  salvation  and  if  not  that,  at  least  the  way 
announcing  "Holiday  Trees"  for  sale,  they  are  living  their  lives.  Lots  of  people 
but  all  the  trees  were  tagged  don't  like-to  do  that,  because  none  of  us  are 
"Christmas  Tree."  Signs  inside  the  comfortable  contemplating  our  own  sinful 
stores  did  refer  to  Christmas  trees,  too.  ways  before  God. 

William  A.  Donohue,  president  of  the  Therefore,  let's  remove  all  references 
Catholic  League  for  Religious  and  Civil  dealing  with  anything  that  would  keep  us 
Rights,  told  The  Washington  Post  that  from  uving  our  lives  as  we  please!  Out 
when  he  complained  to  company  manage-  with  "Christmas!"  Out  with  "Christ!"  Up 
mCTt  at  Lands' End  —  a  subsidiaw  of  Sears  with  "Holiday  Season!"  Up  with  "Winter 
—  about  the  absence  of  any  reference  to  Solstice!"  Up  wi^  anything  that  frees  us 
Christmas,  he  received  a  letter  stating  from  our  spiritual  moorings  and  makes  us 
Lands'  End  adopted  the  "holiday"  terim-  feel  bejtter  about  ourselves!  What  a  sad, 
nology  "as  a  way  to  comply  with  one  of  the  self-centered  state  of  affairs, 
basic  freedoms  granted  to  all  Americans:  Merry  Christmas  to  you,  and  may  it 

freedom  of  religion."  always  be  so. 


Even  The  White  House  has  come  under 
suspicion  of  committing  seasonal  political 
correctness,  mailing  out  1.4  million  cards 
this  year  wishing  people  a  happy  "holiday 
season"  rather  man  a  "Merry  Christmas." 
(The  card  also  contained  a  reference  to  an 
Old  Testament  passage.) 

"Certainly  President  and  Mrs.  Bush, 
because  of  their  faith,  celebrate  Christmas," 
Susan  Whitson,  the  First  Lady's  press  secre¬ 
te,  explained  to  The  Washington  Post. 
"Their  cards  in  recent  years  have  included 
best  wishes  for  a  holiday  season,  rather 
than  Christmas  wishes,  because  they  are 
sent  to  people  of  all  faiths." 

Down  Pennsylvania  Avenue  a  few  blocks, 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives  Speaker 
Dennis  Hastert  had  to  intervene  this  year  to 
be  sure  the  Capitol  Christmas  Tree  was 
called  just  that  and  not  "Holiday  Spruce." 

lA^tn  the  country  at  war  and  bird  flu  on 
the  way  and  natural  gas  prices  doubling  each 
year,  a  visitor  from  another  planet  might  be 
given  to  wonder  about  all  the  nationafaigu- 
ment  over  the  word,  "Christmas." 

Here's  one  explanation:  "Christmas" 
invariably  makes  many  people  think  of 
"Christ."  Thinking  of  '’Christ"  invariably 
makes  many  people  pause  to  ponder  their 
salvation  and  if  not  that,  at  least  the  way 
they  are  living  their  lives.  Lots  of  people 
don't  like-to  do  that,  because  none  of  us  are 
comfortable  contemplating  our  own  sinful 
ways  before  God. 

Therefore,  let's  remove  all  references 
dealing  with  anything  that  would  keep  us 
from  uving  our  lives  as  we  please!  Out 
with  "Christmas!"  Out  with  "Christ!"  Up 
with  "Holiday  Season!"  Up  with  "Winter 
Solstice!"  Up  with  anything  that  frees  us 


always 


Seven-year-old  Michael 
couldn't  stop  thinking 
about  what  the  white- 
haired  missionary  said. 

"For  just  50  cents  of  your 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering,  you  can  place  a  copy 
of  the  Good  News  in  the  hand 
of  a  lost  person  in  Bangladesh," 
retired  missionary  Tom 
Thurman  told  folks  at 
Michael's  church,  one  of  sever¬ 
al  congregations  TTiurman  and 
his  wife  Gloria  have  visited 
recently  on  behalf  of  interna¬ 
tional  missions. 

The  Thurmans,  Mississippi 
Baptists  who  shared  the  (3ood 
News  with  thousands  in 
Bangladesh  as  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  for  some  30  years, 
moved  on  to  other  topics  as  they 
spoke  at  the  church,  but  Michael 
kept  thinking  about  putting  the 
Gospel  in  hungry  hands. 

"That  one  sentence  struck  a 
chord  in  Michael's  heart,"  Gloria 
Thurman  said.  "He  responded 
by  bringing  his  savings  me  next 
mght  —  seven  $1  bills." 

As  he  gave  all  he  had, 
Michael  said,  "Please  send  this 
to  Bangladesh  for  Bibles." 

Michael's  generosity 

prompted  his  buddy  Brice  to 
bring  money,  too. 

"We've  been  challenged  by 
so  many  people  and  their  tesh- 
monies,'^  (Jloria.  Thurman 


Guest  Opinion: 


What  about 

2006? 

By  Erich  Bridges 
International  Mission  Board 
Richmond,  Va. 


said  of  the  churches  they've 
visited  this  year. 

Young  Michael's  act  of  love 
and  obedience,  though,  tops 
her  list. 

Sure,  a  seven-year-old  kid 
doesn't  have  the  financial 
obligations  many  of  us  shoul¬ 
der,  but  plenty  of  adult 
Southern  Baptists  have  given 
sacrificially  m  recent  years  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  offering  which 
supports  more  than  5,000 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
overseas  and  finances  more 
than  half  of  the  International 
Mission  Board's  total  budget. 

Lottie  Moon  giving  shat¬ 
tered  records  in  2003  as 
Southern  Baptists  gave  $136 
million  for  intemaboned  mis¬ 
sions.  Last  year  they  gave 
almost  $134  million. 


There's  no  solid  evidence 
yet  of  a  major  downturn  in 
charitable  giving.  By  the  end  of 
2005,  Americans  are  expected 
to  have  given  more  than  $250 
billion  to  churches,  charities, 
and  other  causes.  TTiat  would 
be  a  new  record. 

"Charity  is  like  love,"  said 
Her^  Goldstein,  chairman  of 
the  Giving  USA  Foundation,  in 
an  interview  with  The 
Washington  Times.  "It  is  not 
somethmg  you  can  contain.  Ihe 
people  talking  about  donor 
fati^e  are  wrong." 

If  you're  like  many  average 
Americans,  you're  also  strug¬ 
gling  with  job  security  (or 
imemployment),  gasoline 
prices,  energy  bills,  mecfical  cov¬ 
erage  costs,  retirement  saving 
concerns,  Iraq  war  worries.  If 


The  Baptist  Record 


you're  like  me,  you  haven't  even 
started  Christmas  shopping. 

The  Lottie  offering  national 
goal  is  $150  million,  every 
penny  of  which  will  be  used  to- 
send  missionaries  and  support 
their  ministries.  Tliis  year,  a^ut 
800  new  IMB  missionaries  are 
joining  co-workers  already  on 
the  fidd  in  more  than  180  coun¬ 
tries.  Last  year.  Southern 
Baptists  took  tne  Gospel  to  137 
previously  unengaged  people 
groups  and  planted  the  ftst 
evangelical  Baptist  churches 
among  14  of  those  groups. 

What  about  200^  It's  been  a 
tough  year,  but  here' s  hoping  we 
step  up  for  ttie  Lottie  Moon  offer¬ 
ing  like  seven-year-old  Midiael. 
He  wants  to  see  the  Good  News 
placed  in  the  hands  of  lost 
Bangladeshis  who  may  never 
receive  it  without  his  seven-dol- 
lar  gift,  and  he's  putting  his 
money  where  his  heart  is. 

Giving  to  missions  is  an  act  of 
faith.  Faith  that  (kid  will  meet 
our  own  needs  as  we  give.  Faith 
that  He  wiU  use  our  gifts  to 
advance  His  kingdom.  F^th  that 
He  will  multiply  our  offerings, 
like  the  loaves  and  fishes  ano^r 
young  boy  gave  Jesus  long  ago. 

Thanks,  Michael,  for  show¬ 
ing  the  way! 

Bridges’  commentary  appears 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


December  15, 2005 


Homosexual  marriage  case  reversed  in  N.Y 


NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  A  New 
York  state  appeals  court  on 
December  8  reversed  a  lower 
court  ruling  that  would  have 
legalized  gay  marriage,  and  in 
the  process  delivered  an  opin¬ 
ion  that  has  conservatives 
applauding. 

In  a  4-1  decision,  the  appeals 
court  ruled  that  a  lower  court 
judge  "usurped  the  legisla¬ 
ture's  mandated  role"  when 
she  ruled  in  Februa^  that  the 
state  must  legalize  gay  mar¬ 
riage."  In  that  opinion  earlier 
this  year.  New  York  trial  court 
Justice  Doris  Ling-Cohan 
argued  that  the  "institution  of 
marriage  has  evolved  over 


on  real,  everyday  ties,"  Williams 
wrote.  "It  is  based  on  the  pre¬ 
sumption  that  the  optimal  situa¬ 
tion  for  child  rearing  is  having 
both  biological  parents  present  in 
a  committed,  socially  esteemed 
relationship.  The  law  assumes 
that  a  marriage  will  produce  chil¬ 
dren  and  afrords  benefits  based 
on  that  assumption." 

New  York  state's  marriage 
law,  William  argued,  assumes 
that  marriages  will  produce 
children.  The  law  "affords  bene¬ 
fits  based  on  that  assumption." 
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one  wom^  are  discriminatory,  legalization  of  "gay  marriage,"  Williams  said  the  majority 
Her  decision  was  appealed.  although  this  is  the  only  where  found  it  "troubling"  that  Ling- 
Appeals  court  Justice  Milton  homosexuals  have  won  on  at  Cohan  —  upon  finding  that  the 
L.  Williams,  writing  for  the  least  one  level.  Lambda  Legal  marriage  law  was  unconstitu- 
majority,  said  Ling-Cohan  attorney  Susan  Sommer  said  in  tional  —  "proceeded  to  rewrite 
overstepped  her  authority,  a  statement  that  "history  shows  it  and  purportedly  create  a  new 
"The  power  to  regulate  mar-  that  fairness  under  the  law  will  constitutional  right,  an  act  that 
riage  lies  with  the  legislature,  eventually  prevail."  exceeded  the  court's  constitu- 

not  the  judiciary,"  Williams  Massachusetts  remains  the  tional  mandate  and  usurped 
wrote.  "...  The  motion  court's  only  state  to  recognize  "gay  that  of  the  legislature." 
decision,  by  redefining  tradi-  marriage,"  although  a  ruling  Ling-Cohan  said  the  words 
tional  marriage,  usurped  the  from  Washington  state's  "'husband,'  'wife,'  'groom' 
legislature's  mcmdated  role  to  Supreme  Court  is  expected  any  and  'bride,'"  in  state  law 
make  policy  decisions  as  to  week  now.  Massachusetts'  law  "shall  be  construed  to  mean 
which  type  of  family  unit  was  changed  in  the  infamous  'spouse,'  ...  and  shall  be  con- 

works  best  for  society  and  Goodridge  decision  by  the  strued  to  apply  equally  to 

therefore  should  be  encour-  state's  highest  court.  either  men  or  women." 

aged  with  benefits  and  other  The  Alliance  Defense  Fund,  "Deprivation  of  legislative 
preferences.  a  conservative  legal  group  that  authority,"  Williams  wrote,  "by 

"...  This  is  an  impermissible  filed  a  friend-of-the-court  brief  judicial  fiat,  to  make  important, 
intrusion  by  the  judiciary  upon  in  the  New  York  case,  praised  controversial  policy  decisions 

the  legislative  domain.  The  the  decision.  prolongs  divisiveness  and 

question  of  what  statutory  "If  we  have  a  balance  of  defers  settlement  of  the  issue;  it 
recomition,  if  any,  same-sex  powers,  then  a  court  does  not  is  a  miscarriage  of  the  political 
couples  should  receive  in  New  trump  the  legislature,"  ADF  process  involved  in  considering 
York  is  one  that  must  be  referred  attorney  Glen  Lavy  told  Baptist  such  a  policy  change." 
to  the  legislature  in  accordance  Press.  ''A  court  can  say  what  is  The  majority  asserted  that 
with  its  historical  role."  constitutional  or  what  is  not,  marriage  between  one  mam  and 

The  lawsuit  Wcis  brought  by  but  it  does  not  have  the  right  to  one  woman  benefits  society 
five  homosexual  couples  who  create  its  own  laws.  and  that  the  state  has  a  legiti- 

had  requested  but  were  denied  "...  [Homosexual  activists]  mate  interest  in  limiting  the 
marri^e  licenses  in  New  York  have  to  be  devastated.  This  is  marriage  definition. 

City.  They  then  sued  the  dty  the  Northeast.  New  York  and  "Marriage  promotes  sharing 
clerk.  The  homosexual  legal  Massachusetts  are  very  similar  of  resources  between  men, 
group  Lambda  Legal,  which  in  ideology,  and  for  a  New  York  women  and  the  children  that 
represents  the  couples,  said  Dec.  appellate  court  to  come  out  they  procreate;  provides  a  basis 
8  it  would  appecd  me  decision  to  with  this  decision  had  to  be  for  tii  legal  ancl  factucd  assump- 
the  highest  court  in  die  state,  the  devastating  to  them."  tion  that  a  man  is  the  father  of  his 
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Wal-Mart  hypocritical? 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Wal-Mart’s  British  subsidiary,  Asda, 
is  selling  wedding  cards  and  "commitment  rings"  for  homo¬ 
sexuals.  The  New  York  Times  reported  December  7.  The  new 
products  come  as  Britain  legali^  dvil  partnerships,  which 
grant  homosexual  couples  die  legal  benents  of  marriage.  One 
card  rea^,  "Wedding  day  wi^ies,  Mrs.  &  Mrs.,"  accordi^  to 
The  Times.  Another  says,  "Congratulations,  Mr.  &  Mr."  "Ever 
since  gay  weddings  were  given  die  official  go-ahead,  we've 
had  a  number  of  customers  asking  if  we  could  introduce  gay 
cards,"  Asda  spokesman  Ed  Watson  told  The  Times,  "mth 
die  laimch  of  our  new  range,  we  can  ensure  that  our  cus¬ 
tomers  can  celebrate  every  marriage  —  whedier  it  is  between 
him  and  her,  him  and  him,  or  Iict  and  her."  Conservatives 
critidzed  ^  move,  saying  Wal-Mart  is  two-faced  —  conserv¬ 
ative  in  the  United  ^tes,  but  liberal  elsewhere.  In  the  U.S., 
Wal-Mart  has  refused  to  carry  objectionable  books,  magazines 
and  CIDs.  "They  want  to  be  all  things  to  all  people  anywhere 
but  in  the  United  States,"  said  Tracy  Sefl,  researw  director  for 
Wal-Mart  Watdi,  told  The  Times.  *In  the  United  States,  they 
have  a  conservative,  right-leaning  business  model." 


A  campaign  to  monitor  "trashy  TV  talk  shows"  has  been  launched 
by  the  American  Family  Association  and  endorsed  by  Richard  Land, 
head  of  the  Christian  Life  Commission. 


A  Birmingham,  Ala.,  couple,  and  a  retired  Navy  chief  from 
Windsor,  Mo.,  file  suit  against  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
its  Executive  Committee,  saying  they  were  "irreparably  harmed"  by 
rulings  at  the  annual  SBC  meeting  in  Dallas. 


Mississippi's  largest  rural  church,  Macedonia  in  Lincoln  County,  holds 
dedication  services  for  its  new  two  story,  30  room  annex.  The  building,  val¬ 
ued  at  $75,000,  cost  only  $6,000  to  construct  because  of  volunteer  later. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Siniplif  share  the  folloumig  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Ltird,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
mv  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


America  Bless  God 

It  is  not  unusual  to  be  dri¬ 
ving  down  the  road  or  in  traffic 
and  see  someone  with  a 
bumper  sticker  on  his  or  her  car 
that  says,  "God  Bless  America." 

Usually  that  is  all  it  says  and  as 
a  rule  it  will  be  in  red,  white, 
and  blue.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
way  God  has  blessed  America. 

All  the  way  from  our  founding 
fathers  to  caring  for  us  through  If  God  blesses  America  it  If  God  blesses  America  it 
wars,  sometimes  the  ravages  of  means  He  cares.  There  is  some-  also  means  that  He  comes, 
nature  and  even  in  our  owm  thing  powerful  about  caring.  Almost  always  implied  and 
sinful  rebellion  against  Him,  There  is  something  hurtful,  frus-  rarely  said  when  we  want  God 
He  has  continued  to  bless  us.  It  trating,  and  pairiful  about  not  to  bless  America,  we  want  him 
also  reminds  me  that  while  caring.  Have  you  ever  been  in  a  to  be  on  our  side.  Come  join 
God  has  blessed  America  our  situation  where  it  just  seemed  with  us  in  the  dilemma  and  in 
usual  response  is  Lord,  bless  us  that  no  one  cared?  It  could  be  the  fight.  You  may  recall  in  the 
some  more  and  so  often  He  has.  something  like  trying  to  get  help  book  of  Job  when  that  great  old 

Recently,  1  saw  someone  from  someone  at  a  hospital,  try-  saint  was  going  though  nis  deep 
with  a  bumper  sticker  on  his  ing  to  get  a  problem  corrected  at  valley,  three  ofhis  friends  came, 
car  that  1  had  never  seen  a  business,  or  maybe  just  stuck  In  fact,  much  of  the  book  of  Job 
before  and  have  not  seen  on  the  side  of  the  road  with  a  car  is  about  the  discussions  that 
since.  The  sign  was  in  the  for-  that  is  broken  down.  A  thousand  went  on  between  Job  and  his 
mat  of  the  ones  you  see  that  cars  pass  and  999  of  them  do  not  friends.  But  if  you  will  remem- 
say,  "God  Bless  America,"  buL  e\'en  bother  to  slow  down  and  ber  when  Job  was  having  his 
this  one  said,  "America  Bless  look.  The  carelessness  quickly  problems  his  three  friends 
God!"  When  1  first  glanced  at  begins  to  work  on  your  psyche  showed  i^  and  initially  said 
it  1  had  to  take  a  second  and  and  you  begin  to  feel  the  empti-  nothing.  Tney  were  just  there, 
third  look  because  it  kind  of  ness  and  the  aloneness  tnat  The  power  and  ministry  of  pres- 
twisted  my  mind  around.  1  seems  to  multiply  the  size  of  the  ence  is  often  little  known  and 
thought  maybe  my  dyslexia  dilemma  in  wnich  you  find  yet  it  cannot  be  overstated.  Just 
had  kicked  in  and  I  was  look-  yourself.  If  America  would  bless  to  show  up  and  be  there  along- 
ing  at  it  in  scrambled  order,  God  then  it  would  mean  that  we  side  of  someone  going  throu^ 
but  that  is  exactly  what  it  said,  would  care.  We  would  care  a  great  trial  is  indescribamy 
"America  Bless  God!"  That  about  those  things  that  He  cares  helpful.  When  , God  blesses  us 
started  me  thinking  in  a  new  about  and  we  would  care  about  what  we  begin  to  experience  is 
direction.  How  many  times  those  things  that  often  time  we  the  peace  that  passes  all  under- 
have  we  heard  someone  sing  just  overlook  and  pass  by  or  we  standing  because  He  comes  to 
or  have  we  joined  in  the  cho-  would  begin  to  put  in  the  right  us.  Ma)me  you  have  had  one  of 
rus  in  singing,  "God  bless  priority  those  things  we  ought  to  those  kinds  of  moments  when 
America,  land  that  I  lov^  be  caring  about  because  God  God  came  during  a  time  of  great 
stand  beside  her  and  guide  her  cares  about  them  in  a  different  neM,  and  it  seems  to  be  etched 
through  the  night  with  a  light  priority  than  we  have  placed  upon  your  heart.  You  may  have 
from  above?"  It  is  a  beautiful  them.  been  in  a  hospital  room  all 

expression  and  so  often  comes  If  America  blessed  God  we  alone,  you  may  have  just  lost  a 
at  moving  and  meaningful  would  care  about  His  work,  dear  loved  one,  or  you  may 
moments  of  great  need.  But  His  will,  and  His  plans  for  us,  have  experienced  a  deep  disap>- 
while  our  cry  is  a  poetic  peti-  and  His  purpose  in  us  being  pointment  and  God  came, 
tion  sung  toward  heaven  ask-  here.  We  might  begin  to  care  If  America  were  to  bless 
ing  God  To  bless  America  what  more  deeply  about  those  things  God,  I  am  convinced  that  we 
would  happen  and  what  is  which  He  cares  so  deeply  —  will  come  to  Him.  Can  you 
involved  in  America  blessing  His  church,  families,  souls  that  imagine  the  longing  that  must 
God?  Consider  with  me  for  a  need  to  be  saved,  sins  that  need  be  in  God's  heart  wanting  us  to 
few  minutes  what  it  means  for  to  be  forgiven,  and  attitudes  come  to  Him?  We  are  so  busy. 
America  to  bless  God.  that  need  to  be  reversed.  We  can  hardly  enjoy  our  pre- 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


sent  moments  because  we  are 
preoccupied  with  the  things 
that  are  just  ahead  of  us  and  so 
from  early  morning  to  late  at 
night  we  hardly  find  time  just 
to  come  to  God.  There  have 
been  so  many  times  when  my 
personal  prayer  life  would 
begin  with  my  confession  to  the 
Fatner  asking  Him  to  forgive 
me  for  not  having  time  to 
spend  with  Him.  I  had  time  for 
me  and  often  times  plenty  of 
time  for  people  around  me  and 
other  times  even  time  for  His 
work,  but  that  is  not  the  same 
as  having  time  for  the  Lord. 

One  final  thought  is  that 
when  God  blesses  America  it 
implies  if  not  just  openly 
declares  that  He  can.  You  and  I 
realize  that  when  God  blesses 
us  He  can  step  into  a  situation 
with  power,  authority,  and  with 
miraculous  intervention  He  can 
turn  everything  around.  He  cgn 
and  we  want  Him  to,  but  think 
about  America  blessing  God  for 
there  is  so  much  that  we  can  do 
if  we  just  would.  Oftentimes, 
we  are  explaining  to  God  why 
we  can't  when  indeed,  we  can. 
Do  you  have  an  unwritten  list, 
often  unspoken,  but  clearly 
fixed  in  your  life  of  the  things 
that  you  can't  do  when  in  reali¬ 
ty  you  can.  Possibly  on  your  list 
are  things  like  teach,  attend, 
sing,  witness,  give,  forgive, 
change,  serve,  pray,  visit, 
encourage,  love,  lift,  drive,  and 
build.  How  long  has  it  been 
since  you  have  shown  up  before 
the  tnrone  of  God  with  a  spirit 
of  can  do?  When  we  want  God 
to  bless  America  that  is  what  we 
want  Him  to  do.  If  and  when 
America  blesses  God  we  will 
show  up  with  a  heart  of  com¬ 
passion  and  passion  that  says, 
’'Lord,  here  am  I  send  me." 

God  has  blessed  America 
and  it  is  time  for  America  to 
bless  God. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Merriman  to  be  honored  with  collegiate  ihinistry  fund 

By  Tony  Martin  •  2,479  BSU  summer  "Jerry  was  a  great  mentor  in  that  spiritual  development  you  by  the  student  members  of  the 

Associate  Editor  _  missionaries  many  ways,"  McCracken  con-  can't  find  anywhere  else.  State  BSU  Executive  Committee. 

•  7,360  in  short-term  tinned.  "He  allowed  you  to  be  "BSU  is  not  a  substitute  for  The  purpose  of  the  fund  is  to 

Jerry  Merriman  IS  something  campus  mission  projects  yourself,  to  operate  in  your  area  the  local  church,"  McCracken  provide  financial  support  for 

of  an  institution  in  Baptist  •  19,122  in  local  campus  with  the  gifts  you  had,  and  did-  continued.  "They  provide  the  strategic  projects  and  nwds  for 

Student  Union  work.  During  community  missions  n't  expect  everyone  to  be  the  basis  of  the  support  for  what  the  l^ssissippi  BSUs  both  now 

his  35  years  of  service  in  Merriman  retired  earlier  this  same.  He  accepted  individual-  we  do  financially.  The  churches  and  in  the  future.  The  initial 

Mississippi  Baptist  collegiate  year  to  the  accolades  of  those  ty  very  well  within  the  staff."  are  what  placed  us  there,  so  we  funds  came  from  an  offering 

ministry,  Merriman  was  who  worked  with  him.  "We  haven't  built  a  lot  more  try  to  preserve  our  Baptist  taken  April  8,  2005,  during  the 

involved  in  three  important  "Jerry's  tenure  is  worth  a  BSU  centers  during  Jerry's  time,"  young  people  and  mobilize  our  BSU  Leadership'  Traming 
assignments:  lot,"  said  Weaver  McCracken,  said  McCracken.  "We  haven't  Baptist  young  people  for  mis-  Conference.  Other  contributior^ 

•  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  who  served  as  associate  direc-  had  a  lot  of  new  work  started,  sion  and  minishy  on  campus."  will  come  from  the  individual 

director  at  Mississippi  State  tor  of  the  MBCB  Collegiate  simply  because  we've  had  our  BSUs  work  in  concert  with  campuses,  plus  money  giveh  by 

University  from  September  2,  Ministry  Department  during  bases  covered.  The  hallmark  of  other  entities.  The  Mississippi  friends  of  the  Mississippi  BSU 

1969,  to  August  10, 1975.  the  final  ISyears  of  Merriman's  these  years,  though,  has  been  the  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Gifts  to  the  fund  ^  made 

•  Associate  Director  of  the  tenure.  McCracken  was  chosen  strengthening  and  growth  of  through  Cooperative  Program  through  the  MBCB  Collegiate 

Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  on  December  6  by  the  MBCB  program  work.  Budgets  have  gifts,  pays  the  salaries  of  BSU  Ministiy  Department.  Ch^ks 

vention  Board  (MBCB)  Executive  Committee  to  replace  mcreased,  involvement  has  personnel.  Local  churches  and  should  payable  to  MTCB  with 

Collegiate  Ministry  Depart-  Merriman  as  director.  increased,  and  programs  have  associations  provide  the  pro-  "Collegiate  Ministry  Heritage 

ment  from  August  11,  1975,  "His  tenure  has  been  a  increased  in  many  places."  gram  support  for  the  ongoing  Fund"  on  the  memo  Une.  ^ 

to  M^  31,  1979.  steady  force  that  has  allowed  So  what  does  ^U  offer  to  a  work  of  ttie  BSUs,  and  some-  For  more  information,  con- 

•  MBCB  Director  of  Collegiate  collegiate  ministry  to  flourish,  student  on  campus?  times  there  is  support  from  tact  Peggy  Powell  MBCB 

Ministry  from  June  1, 1979,  to  In  addition,  Jerry  never  went  "We  believe  that  BSU  in  alumni  and  friends.  Collegiate  Ministry '  Depart- 

MaySlU^S.  off  chasing  rabbits.  He  was  Mississippi  offers  great  oppor-  In  honor  of  Merriman's  ser-  ment. P.O. Box 530, jikson) MS, 

Smce  1979,  Memman  helped  committed  to  the  basics  like  tunities  during  your  college  vice  to  collegiate  ministry  in  39205-0530.  Telephone-  (601) 

more  than  28,961  Mississippi  missions,  Bible  study,  disciple-  experience,"  said  McCracken.  Mississippi,  the  Jerry  Merriman  292-3299  or  toll-free  outside 

BSU  students  share  God's  love  ship,  and  evangelism  —  core  "It's  a  place  where  you  can  find  Heritage  Fund  for  Collegiate  Jackson,  (800)  74^1651  ext  299 

through  rrussions  service:  areas  of  our  work.  support,  encouragement,  and  Ministty  has  been  estabtohed  E-mail  p^well@mbcb  'org 
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Just  for  the  Record 


1.  Vardaman  Church, 

Kemper  County,  ordained 
Brandon  Jones  and  Robert 
Smith  as  deacons  Nov.  6. 
Shown  are  Keith  Jones, 
Smith,  and  Jones. 


2.  Carroll  Association  held 
its  fall  WMU  meeting  Nov. 
7  at  Providence  Church. 
Shown  are  Jane  Blair,  Eloise 
Brunson,  Estelle  Cooper, 
Rebecca  Williams,  Kathy 
Bums,  and  Paula  Smith. 


3.  Regina  Bird  was  recog¬ 
nized  for  40  years  of.  ser¬ 
vice  at  West  End  Church, 
West  Point. 


5.  Sonshine  Girls,  Shiloh  Church,  Big  Creek 


1 .  Deacon  Ordination,  Vardaman  Church,  Kemper  County 


4.  Juniper  Grove  Church, 
Poplarville,  broke  ground 
Nov.  20  on  an  addition  to 
the  existing  building. 
Shown,  from  left,  are  O.  C. 
Smith,  Melba  Smith,  James 
Carlisle,  pastor  John  Sapp, 
Frances  Berry,  and  Jerry 
Cuevos. 


5.  The  Sonshine  Girls  of 
Shiloh  Church,  Big  Creek, 
ernoyed  a  day  of  run  and 
fellowship  at  their  monthly 
meeting. 

6.  First  Church,  Ridgeland, 
recently  ordained  Edward 
"Bubba"  Wright  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  pastor  Grant 
Arinder,  Wright,  and  Pam 
Wright. 

7.  Drew  Church,  Drew, 
recently  ordained  Wade 
Kennedy  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  pastor  Alan 
House,  Glenda  Kermedy, 
and  Kennedy. 

8.  Mount  Pisgah  Church, 
Carroll  County,  collected 
68  shoeboxes  for  Operation 
Christmas  Child.  Shown 
are  some  of  the  parhcipat- 
ing  children. 

9.  First  Church,  Pearl,  will 
present  the  dramatic  musi¬ 
cal  The  Christmas  Shoes 
Dec.  16,  7  p.m.,  and  Dec. 
18,  6:30  p.m. 

10.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Columbus,  will  present  a 
reader's  script  on  the 
Bridge  of  Blood  drama 
Dec.  18,  6  p.m.,  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  tne  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  death  of  Jim 
Elliot  and  four  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Ecuador. 


2.  Fall  WMU  Meeting,  Providence  Church,  Carroll  Association 


6.  Deacon  Ordination,  First  Church,  Ridgeland 


3.  Bird  Recognized,  West  End  Church,  West  Point 


7.  Deacon  Ordination,  Drew  Church,  Drew 


8.  Shoebox  Collection,  Mount  Pisgah  Church,  Carroll  County 


BUS  SALES 
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4.  Goundbreaking  Ceremony,  Juniper  Grove  Church,  Poplarville 
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EGJ  ZGO  VG  TGYSO  WPS 
LGJTO,  WPRW  PS  ZRYS 
PAV  GHTQ  XSZGWWSH 
VGH,  WPRW  LPGVGSYSJ 
XSTASYSWP  AH  PAF 
VPGKTO  HGW  USJAVP, 
XKW  PRYS  SYSJTRVWAHZ 
TAES. 

BGPH  WPJSS:  VAMWSSH 
Clue:  Z  =  G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Twenty-One: 
Twenty-Eight. 


Corrections 

On  page  eight  of  title 
November  24  issue,  Don  Boone 
was  mistakenly  identified  as 
"Dan"  Boone.  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  tiie  error. 

On  page  six  of  thei 
November  24  issue,  the  pastor 
of  Immcinuel  Church,  Green¬ 
wood,  should  have  been  iden¬ 
tified  as  Tommy  Williamson, 
not  "Williams.  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  the  error. 


Mississippi  College's  2005  December 
Commencement  services  will  be  held  7 
p.m.  Dec.  16  in  the  A.  E.  Wood 
Coliseum  on  the  MC  campus,  with 
David  Maeers  delivering  the  keynote 
address.  Magers  is  a  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Cnemistry  and 
Biochemistry  and  was  chosen  by  his 
peers  as  the  2004-05  Distinguished 
Professor  of  the  Year.  Mississippi 
College  is  expected  to  graduate 
^proximately  220  graduates. 
Graduation  is  free  and  open  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  For  more  information  on  MC's 
December  graduation,  contact  Office  of 
Public  Relations  at  (601)  925-3239. 

William  Carey  College  celebrates  the 
2005  Christmas  season  with  several 
events  kicked  off  by  a  Christmas  Tree 
Lighting  Ceremony  held  recently  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Following  a 
reading  of  the  Christmas  story,  carols 
were  sung  and  Student  Government 
Association  president  Shannon 
Armstrong  lit  the  trees. 


2.  Christmas  Tree  Lighting,  WCC 
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■  Private  specialized  Christian  (College  '' 

■  (^uali^  baccalaureate  education  in 

:i  ■  Radiation  Therapy 

■  Healthcare  Management^ 

■  Medical  Radiogn^hy 

■  Nursing 

■  Nuclear  Medicine 

■  Respiratory  Care 

■  Diagnostic  Medical 
Sonogn^y 

■  E^ICellent  classrooms  atkI  rliniejil  farilitipn 

■  Completion  d^rees  in  Nursing  and  Bespiratoiy  Care 

Bifitiat  Gilley  Dug* 

For  more  infonnaAion, 

February  4  Male  Call 

Mait  aur\(U>  site  at  www.bcfaB.edu 

February  35  All  School  Students 

or  call  die  admisaions  office  at 

1 

March  9  Transfer  Night 

(9oOs7S-BCHSor 

April  1  All  Hi^  School  Students 

(866)-575-BCHS 

Hosted  and  Sponsored  by 
Kirby  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  TN 

Contact  us  at  www.kwbc.org  or  call  901 .682.2220 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Why  Try? 

Romans  15:14-24,  30-32 


Don  Hicks 


Vy^  Why  try  to  witness 
this  Christmas  season?  Because 
we  have  no  choice.  People 
around  us  can  always  see  what 
we  believe  because  it  changes 
our  lives.  We  are  always  wit¬ 
nesses  to  our  true  beliefs. 

For  years  I  have  tried  to  train 
Christian  adults  to  teach  chil¬ 
dren.  One  of  the  principles  that 
I  try  consistently  to  explain  is 
that  any  adult  with  a  child  is 
teaching.  Children  are  always 
watchine  and  learning  from  us. 
Yoimg  cmldren  are  very  good 
at  understanding  our  real 
motives  and  intentions.  We 
have  no  choice  as  to  whether 
we  teach  or  not,  but  we  can 
affect  what  we  teach  children. 
We  can  learn  to  teach  better 


that  the  fragrance  of 
Christ  is  known  to  both 
the  saved  and  the  per¬ 
ishing.  In  our  focal  pas¬ 
sage  from  Romans 
chapter  15  Paul  says  he 
is  convinced  that  the 
Roman  Christians  were 
goodness.  Paul 

what  we  want  to  teach.  was  convinced  of  their 

Paul  apparently  uSrLc  goodness  because  he 
knew  this  concept  knew  it  was  a  gift  from 

children  but  God  himself. 


Hicks 

applied  not  only  to 
to  anyone  we  are  around.  Look 
at  what  he  wrote  in  2 
Corinthians  2:14-15:  "But  thanks 
be  to  God,  who  always  puts  us 
on  display  in  Christ,  and 
spreads  through  us  in  every 
place  the  scent  of  knowing  Him. 

For  to  God  we  are  the  fragrance 
of  Christ  among  those  who  are 
being  saved  and  among  those 
who  are  perishing,"  [HCSB]. 
Everyone  in  the  room  can  smell 
your  scent.  As  Christians  "we 
are  the  fragrance  of  Christ."  A 
strong  fragrance  can  still  be 
smelled  in  the  room  even  after 
the  wearer  has  left. 

Another  emphasis  of  the 
Apostle  Paul  in  these  verses  is 


Paul  told  the  Romans  they 
were  competent  to  instruct 
one  another.  Paul  believed  the 
Holy  Spirit  gave  the  Roman 
church  what  it  needed  to 
teach  and  instruct  its  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  lost  around  them. 
Paul  was  teaching  the  priest¬ 
hood  of  all  believers;  we  can, 
through  the  Holy  Spirit,  find 
the  truths  of  God  and  share 
them  with  others. 

Paul  says  he  has  written 
boldly  to  tnem  because  of  the 
grace  God  gave  him  to  minister 
to  Gentiles.  This  grace  of  God 
to  minister  included  the  priest¬ 
ly  duty  to  proclaim  the  Gospel. 
Since  we  believe  and  teach  the 


priesthood  of  all  true  believers 
m  Christ,  we  must  also  teach 
the  "duty"  of  every  true  believ¬ 
er  to  proclaim  the  Gospel. 
Proclaiming  the  gospel  is  not 
the  special  privilege  of  the 
ordained  or  me  clergy  but  the 
privilege  and  responsibility  of 
every  believer. 

Why  try?  Because  the  cost  of 
not  trying  is  too  great.  Those 
who  do  not  accept  Christ  are 
perishing.  Anyone  who  has  not 
placed  his  faith  in  Christ  is  lost, 
and  we  should  proclaim  the 
good  news  of  Christ  to  them.  A 
Christian  father  or  mother  who 
does  not  want  to  see  their  chil¬ 
dren  perish  will  proclaim  the 
Gospw  to  them.  I  can  not  imag¬ 
ine  a  loving  parent  not  wanting 
their  own  flesh  and  blood  to 
have  eternal  life.  Isn't  it  good 
news  that  every  Christian 
daddy  is  a  priest  with  the  duty 
to  explain  to  his  child  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life?  No  one  comes  to  the 
Father  except  through  Jesus. 
[This  explanation  of  the  Gospel 
comes  from  John  14:6.] 

In  our  focal  passage  Paul  also 


fc 


identified  a  couple  of  personal 
references.  In  verse  20  and  fbl- 
owing  he  says  he  wants  to 
evangelize  where  Christ  has  not 
been  named  so  that  he  is  not 
building  on  someone  else's 
foundation.  Most  of  the  time 
those  of  us  living  in  the  United 
States  with  our  Christian  tradi¬ 
tions  cire  not  telling  folks  about 
Christ  and  the  Gospel  for  the 
first  time.  But  today  in  our  coun¬ 
try  we  can  not  be  certain  that  the 
people  around  us  have  ever 
neard  the  true  Christian  Gospel 
as  taught  in  Holy  Scripture. 

The  other  unique  role  Paul 
claimed  for  himself  was  "the 
grace  God  gave  me  to  be  a  min¬ 
ister  of  Christ  Jesus  to  the 
Gentiles  with  the  priestly  duty 
of  proclaiming  the  gospel  of 
God,  so  that  the  Gentues  might 
become  an  offering  acceptable 
to  God,  sanctified  by  the  Holy 
^irit,"  Romans  15:15-16  [NTVJ. 
Inis  leads  to  the  question  — 
What  grace  has  God  given  you 
to  be  a  minister  of  Christ  Jesus? 

Hicks  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


is  the  same  yesterday, 
today,  and  forever" 
(Heb.  13:8).  This  verse 
gives  me  such  securi¬ 
ty  in  a  troubled 
world. 


We  know  that  Paul  was  sent 
to  the  Gentiles  as  an  apostle. 

Yet,  here  in  several  chapters  in 
Romans  that  we  have  studied 
in  the  past  few  weeks,  he  is 
strongly  speaking  to  the  Jews. 

Paul  wanted  his  fellow  coun¬ 
trymen  to  have  the  freedom  he 
had  found.  He  spoke  of  their 
stumbling  over  the  stone  that 

verse  1,  "Has  God  reject-  Even  today  as  God  was  to  bring  this  life  to  them 

ed  his  people?"  Paul  ^  speaks  (and  He  does  and  yet  Paul  makes  it  clear 

springs  oacK  emphatically,  through  His  Word)  many  refuse  that  fall  was  not  a  total  failure 
"Absolutely  not!"  E)o  you  get  to  beueve  but  He  always  has  a  for  them.  No!  God  is  still 

the  feeling  Paul  is  a  little  frus-  "remnant  according  to  His  Almig^  and  He  is  still  at 

trated  with  this  insinuation  grace."  Note  the  KJV  m  verse  6  is  work.  The  Jew's  transgression 
that  constantly  comes  to  the  different  from  the  HCSB,  "But  if  of  rejecting  the  Christ  is  cer-  have  the  O] 
forefront  of  Jewish  belief.  Paul  it  be  of  works..."  is  not  in  the  tainly  a  blessing  to  the  the  gospel, 

is  so  intent  on  his  people  HCSB.  Two  different  Greek  man-  Gentiles  and  verse  11  says,  "To  forget  mat 

knowing  exactly  what  Goa  is  uscripts  were  used.  This  does  not  make  Israel  jealous."  Such 
doing.  He  used  Elijah  as  an  change  the  meaning  of  verse  6.  great  riches  have  been  brought 
example.  He  speaks  of  his  own  "Now  if  by  grace  then  it  is  not  by  to  the  rest  of  the  world  oy 
ancestry.  All  of  these  were  works,  otherwise  grace  ceases  to  their  unbelief  and  yet  Paul 
made  righteous  by  their  faith,  be  grace."  Nothing  could  clarify  says  in  the  "fullriess  of  the 
No,  Goa  has  rejected  no  one.  this  statement  any  better.  Some  Gentiles"  how  much  more  will 
Even  today,  Goa's  plan  is  still  Jews  had  accepted  this  grace  and  the  Jews  that  do  believe, 

in  motion.  We  do  not  see  the  became  believers.  This  is  exactly  receive.  It  speaks  of  "all 

full  picture,  but  we  do  know  what  Paul  was  telling  them.  Israel"  and  many  understand 
that  m  God's  foreknowledge  a  There  is  no  difference  TCtween  this  to  be  a  "spiritual  Israel" 
remnant  is  always  here,  the  Jew  and  Gentile  as  concern-  that  will  occur  at  the  second 
Election  is  by  grace  and  only  ing  salvation.  All  come  by  faith  coming.  This  doesn't  infer  a 
by  grace.  Even  though  God's  and  faith  alone.  gener^  salvation  of  all  Jews 

chosen  people  refused  to  any  more  so  than  the  "fullness 

believe,  this  did  not  nullify  Some  are  Jealous,  of  Gentiles"  infers  a  general 

God's  eternal  plan.  "Our  God  Romans  11:11-15,  25-26a  salvation,  but  only  those  who 


will  receive  God's  grace  by 
faith.  We  must  help  all  to  see 
their  need.  We  do  not  fully 
understand  God's  ways,  but 
we  can  trust  His  authority  and 
demonstrate  to  the  world  that 
our  faith  is  not  in  "our  faith" 
but  faith  in  our  Lord. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Concern  of  God 

Romans  11:1-2,  5-6,  25-26b;  28-32 


Some  are  Saved, 
Romans  11:5-6 


By  Shirley  Heai 


All  Can  Be  Saved, 
Romans  11:28-32 


Heap  is  a  member  of  Calvary 
Church,  Waynesboro. 
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Federal  iudee:  forget  prayers  'in  the  name  of  Jesus' 
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INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  — 
Ministers  who  open  Indiana 
legislative  sessions  with  prayer 
must  refrain  from  praying  "in 
the  name  of  Jesus*  and  from 
using  Christ's  name,  a  federal 
judge  ruled  November  30. 

In  his  60'page  decision  U.S. 
District  Judge  David  F. 
Hamilton  cited  Supreme 
Court  precedent  in  ordering 
Speaker  of  the  House  Brian 
Bosma  to  keep  future  minis¬ 
ters  from  using  "Christ's 
name  or  title  or  any  other 
denominational  appeal."  The 
prayers,  Hamilton  wrote, 
must  be  "non-sectarian." 

A  nominee  of  former 
President  Clinton,  Hamilton 
sits  on  the  U.S.  District  Court 
for  the  Southern  District  of 
Indiana. 

"All  [ministers]  are  free  to 
pray  as  they  wish  in  their  own 
houses  of  worship  or  in  other 
settings,"  Hamilton  wrote. 
"The  individuals  do  not  have 
a  First  Amendment  right, 
however,  to  use  an  official 
platform  like  the  Speaker's 
podium  at  the  opening  of  a 
House  session  to  express  their 
own  religious  faiths." 

The  lawsuit  was  brought 
against  Bosma  by  the  Indiana 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ICLU)  — 
the  Indiana  affiliate  of  the 
ACLU  —  on  behalf  of  four 
Indiana  citizens.  One  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
(Quakers),  another  is  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister,  and 
two  are  Romain  Catholic. 

The  ICLU  did  not  ask  that 
the  prayers  be  discontinued 
altogether  —  only  that  the 

Sers  not  be  sectarian  and 
ide  Christ's  name. 

Curt  Smith,  president  of  the 
conservative  Indiana  Family 
Institute,  said  he  is  encourag¬ 
ing  Bosma  to  appeal  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  the  U.S.  Seventh 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

"Clearly,  [Hamilton]  has 
issued  an  opinion  which  flies  in 
the  face  of  the  First 
Amendment,  as  well  as  the 
Indiana  State  Constitution," 
Smith  told  Baptist  Press.  "His 
ruling  engages  in  what  the 
lawyers  call  viewpoint  discrim- 


MS  PoMllON^ 


FlllST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of 
PICAYUNE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  children's  minister.  Please  send 
resume  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  477,  Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn; 
personnel  committee 


SALEM-TROY  BAPTIST  ASSOOATION 

is  searching  for  a  Director  of  Missions. 
Please  send  resumes  or  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  search  committee,  Salem-Troy 
Baptist  Association,  51  County  Road 
2233.  Troy,  AL  36079. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH:  HEBRON 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  12  miles  west  of 
Laurel,  is  seeking  a  part-time  bi-voca- 
tional  minister  of  youth.  Please  serxl 
resumes  to  Hebron  Baptist  Church,  16 
Hebron  Church  Road,  Soso,  MS  39480, 
attn:  youth  search  committee. 


INDIANA 


ination,  in  that  he  is  banning 
prayers  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
TTiat  is  discrimination  against 
Christian  prayer  alone." 

Bosma,  a  Republican,  said  he 
was  "shocked"  and  "dis¬ 
mayed"  by  the  ruling. 

'*1  find  the  court^  unprece¬ 
dented  decision  disturbmg  in 
that  it  directs  me,  as  speaker,  to 
advise  people  that  they  are  pro- 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 


hibited  from  using  'Christ's 
name  or  title  or  any  other 
denominational  appeal'  when 
offering  the  invocation  in  the 
Indiana  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives,"  he  said  in  a  statement. 

"It  is  intolerable  that  a  court 
in  this  free  society  would  ask  a 


have  been  offered  in  the 
Indiana  House  of 
Representatives  have 
represented  many  faiths 
of  both  our  members 
and  our  citizens." 

Minority  Leader  B. 
Patrick  Bauer,  a 
Democrat,  also  criti¬ 
cized  the  decision  and 
said  he  would  support 
Bosma  if  he  decides  to 
The  Indiana- 
reported, 
lalledi  the  deci¬ 
sion  "untenable." 

According  to 

Hamilton,  the  2005  leg¬ 
islative  session  includ¬ 
ed  53  prayers.  Forty- 
one  were  delivered  by 
Christian  clergy,  nine  by 
representatives  and  one 
each  by  a  Muslim,  a 
Jew,  and  a  layperson. 

At  least  29  of  the 
prayers,  Hamilton  said, 
were  o^ered  in  Christ's 
name  in  various  for¬ 
mats.  One  pastor, 
Hamilton  said,  read 
from  Colossians  3:15-17, 
which  reads,  in  part/ 
"Let  the  peace  of  Cnrist 
rule  in  your  hearts,  to 
which  indeed  you  were 
called  in  one  body;  cind 
^e  thankful." 

Another  pastor, 
Hamilton  ■  said,  was 
allowed  by  Bosma  to 
sing  Just  a  Little  Talk 
witn  Jesus  as  "legisla¬ 
tors,  staff  and  visitors 
present  in  the  chamber 
stood,  clapped  and 
sang  along.*  ^me  rep¬ 
resentatives,  Hamilton  said, 
walked  out  during  the  song. 

"After  reviewing  all  avail¬ 
able  transcripts  of  prayers 
from  the  House  sessions  in 
2005,  the  court  finds  that,  the 
actual  practice  amounts  on 
the  whole  to  a  clear  endorse- 


message  to  Christians  that 
they  are  favored  insiders." 

^me  ministers,  Hamilton 
said,  have  stated  they  won't 
participate  in  future  prayers  if 
they  aren't  allowed  to  pray 
freely  in  Christ's  name. 

Hamilton  cited  the 
Supreme  Court's  1983  Marsh 
V.  Chambers  decision,  which 
let  stand  Nebraska's  practice 
of  allowing  a  chaplain  to  open 
sessions  with  prayer.  But 
Hamilton  pointed  to  a  foot¬ 
note  in  the  Marsh  decision 
which  states,  "The  content  of 
the  prayer  is  not  of  conceni  to 
judges  where,  as  here,  there  is 
no  indication  that  the  prayer 
opportunity  has  been  exploit¬ 
ed  to  proselytize  or  advance 
any  one,  or  to  disparage  ainy 
other  faith  or  belief." 

Hamilton  ruled  the  Indiana 
prayers  proselytized  and 
advanced  tne  Christian  faith  or 
disparaged  other  faiths. 

^The  prayer  opportunities 
have  frequently  and  consis¬ 
tently  been  used  to  advance 
the  Christian  religion," 
Hamilton  wrote. 

Bosma  said  the  legislative 
prayers  neither  proselytize, 
advance,  or  disparage  "any 
faith  or  belief." 

"In  my  years  of  service  in 
the  Indiana  General 
Assembly,  I  have  always 
appreciated  the  diversity  and 
sincerity  with  which  the 
invited  clerics  and  members 
have  led  us  in  the  invoca¬ 
tion,"  Bosma  said.  "The  rul¬ 
ing  ...  forbids  invited  minis¬ 
ters  and  members  to  continue 
to  exercise  their  right  to  free 
speech  and  pray  in  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  their  faith." 

Said  Smith:  "I  think 
[Hamilton]  absolutely  misun¬ 
derstands  the  prayers  that 
were  offered,  and  I  find  it 
quite  ironic,  because  he  is  the 
son  of  a  United  Methodist 


person  to  censor  the  prayer  ment  of  Christianity,  sending  minister.  Someone  who  prays 

r«fFi<>rc  fhal  f«>rvpntlv  and  nassionatelv  to 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS  &  Al-  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
F/T  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR,  music  and 
A/V,  dual  worship  (contemporary/ 
traditional)  in  west  St.  Louis  County, 
MO.  Send  resume  to  music  search 
committee,  Ballwin  Baptist  Church, 
15101  Manchester  Road,  Baldwin, 
MO  6301 1  -4629.  _ 


DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES. 

Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas, 
carpet;  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 
Texas.  (800)  728-8291 . 


BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO, 

street  level,  2  bedroom/bath.  Sleeps 
6,  family  atmosphere,  washer/dryer, 
furnished  with  all  the  extras.  Please 
call  after  4:30  p.m.  on  weekdays, 
(662)  746-6702. 


they  offer  in  the  tradition  of 
their  faith.  The  prayers  that 


Cl  \^si(  11 1)  Alls 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  |ACKSON,  CHRISHAN 
OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  wirxlows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  arxl  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Scbren,  owners. 
DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT: 
We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  Relax. ..let  us 
search  several  companies  so  we  may  fitxl 
the  right  plan  and  premium  for  your  indi¬ 
vidual  needs.  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  — 
we  can  help!  Toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Quality  health  coverage  at 
truly  affordable  rates!  We  have  saved 
many  Mississippi  families  a  hundred 
plus  [jer  month.  What  will  we  save  you? 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686.  E.F. 

Hutton  Insurance,  we  can  help! _ 

RECOVER  CHURCH  PEWS:  let  us  cover 
or  recover  your  church  pews.  Free  esti¬ 
mates,  call  Bobby  Otts  (662)  51 2-571 3. 


the  message  to  others  that 
they  are  outsiders  and  the 


CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4-9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
WWW.  lowermyphonebi  1 1  .corn/ha  roldtt. 
THE  WISTFUL  LAND  OF  HANS 
CHRISTIAN  ANDERSON.  Join  Bill  and 
Margarita  Stanford  on  a  14-day  cruise  of 
Scai^inavia  and  St.  Petersburg  on  Star 
Prirrcess,  May  23-June  5,  2006.  Call  (601) 
924-1 593  for  a  free  brochure. 

HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 


ly  and  passionately  to 
Lord  Jesus  Christ 


PIANO  TUNING;  I  also  repair,  buy,  sell, 
refinish  arxJ  move  pianos.  Ask  about  FREE 
church  tunings,  35  years  experience.  Call 
Ron  for  appointment  (225J  328-5961 . 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 


DREAMLIGHT  ART  GLASS:  Excellence 
in  design  and  craft  of  architectural 
stained  glass.  Edward  Snodgrass,  (601) 
481-1526. 


ferventh 
their 

believes  He's  God  and  acts 
accordingly,  and  that  speech 
is  among  the  most  protected 
rights  we  have  as  Americans. 
The  case  is  Hinrichs  v.  Bosma. 
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TOLL  FREE  1 

800  231  G035 

Mo  Job  too  big  or  too  small 


Complete  sathfaetlon 
is  guaranteed 
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